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“Trafcrnliy  means  Something.’' 


I 


“ll  is  not  indeed  consistent  with  ji 
reason  or  justice  to  expect  that  one  set  of  i! 
men  si  ould  make  a sacrifice  of  property,  jj 
domes  ic  ease  and  happiness,  encounter 
the  ri}  ors  of  the  field,  the  perils  and  | 
vicissi  udes  of  war,  to  obtain  those  bless-  | 
ings  which  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  rf 
comm<  n with  them,  without  some  ade-  t[ 
quate  ( ompensation.  It  must  also  be  a j 
comfoi  iless  reflection  to  any  man  that  | 
after  h may  have  contributed  to  secur-  jj 
ing  the  rights  of  his  country,  at  a risk  of  1 
life  an!  the  ruin  of  his  fortune,  there  fi 
would  >e  no  provision  made  to  prevent  i 
himsel  and  family  from  sinking  into  in-  | 
dulgen  e and  w'retchedness/’  | 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  I 


1 **  In  my  position,  I am  environed  i 

I with  difficulties.  Yet  they  are  scarcely  \\ 
Ij  so  great  as  the  difficulties  of  those,  who,  I 
g upon  the  battlefield,  are  endeavoring  to  f 
j purchase,with  their  blood  and  their  lives,  1! 
I the  future  happiness  and  prosperity  of  i 
their  country.  Let  us  never  forget  § 
them!”  t 

1 ABRAHAM  LINCOLN.  | 


I 


' OUR  DEBT  TO  THE  VETERANS. 

Letter  in  the  Rochester  Democrat  and  Chronicle  from  Ex. -Congressman  Hon. 
Jo  m Van  Voorhis,  Nov.  13,  1899  : I have  read  with  interest  and  |)leasure  the 

gr  *at  speech  of  General  Albert  D.  Shaw,  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  delivered  in  New  York  Saturday,  last,  and  published  in  your  paper 
th  s morning,  in  defense  of  pensions  and  pensioners.  The  War  of  the  Rebellion 
en  .led  nearly  thirty-five  years  ago.  The  soldiers  of  that  war  are  now  old  men, 
'1'  icy  arc  now,  so  to  sjicak,  weak.  In  their  days  of  strength  they  were  powerful 
er  Dugh  to  coiupier  in  the  greatest  war  known  in  history.  I'hey  savetl  our  country 
fo  IIS — the  greatest  and  best  country  the  sun  ever  shone  uj)(»n.  When  we  can  jdace 
a alue  u|ion  this  great  American  republic,  we  also,  by  the  same  figures,  state  the 
value  of  the  services  of  tlie  American  soldier. 

Young  men,  born  since  the  war,  are  liable  not  fully  to  appreciate  what  these 
veterans  did.  The  false  hue  and  cry  against  fraudulent  pensions  and  fraudulent 
ju  nsioners  is  cpiite  liable  to  impress  them  and  create  a false  juiblic  opinion  hostile  to 
veterans.  General  Siiaw'  in  his  eloquent  speech  has  covered  tlie  entire  subject,  and 
sc  ittered  to  the  winds  the  stock  fallacies  that  are  so  constantly  used  by  those  who 
o]  pose  ]>ensions.  I'he  country  must  and  will  stand  by  these  veterans  in  their  old 
aj  e.  It  is  fortunate  for  them  tliat  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  war  should  be  able  to 
c(  me  to  their  rescue  in  the  masterly  way  Commander-in-Cliief  Shaw  has  done.  His 
s|  eecli  ought  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  United 
Si  Ues  who  can  read  and  understand  the  English  language. 


” To  achieve  these  glorious  triumphs 
and  |(  secure  to  yourselves,  your  fellow 
count  *ymen,  and  posterity  the  blessings 
of  fre  i institutions,  tens  of  thousands  of 
your  gallant  comrades  have  fallen  and 
scalet  their  priceless  legacy  with  their 
blood  The  graves  of  these,  a grateful 
Natic  1 bedews  with  tears,  honors  their 
mem<  ries,  and  will  ever  cherish  and 
supp<  rt  their  stricken  families.” 


” The  saviors  of  the  country  loot  Its 
treasury  1 Why  we  would  not  have  had 
a treasury  if  it  had  not  been  for  them. 
But  there  is  not  an  old  comrade  of  mine 
in  this  audience  to-night,  who  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country,  , 
had  ever  so  much  as  heard  of  a pension.” 

WILLIAM  McKINLEY, 


U.  S.  GRANT. 


At  Akron  Ohio,  1896. 


t 


1 


^ I 


I 


iOUl  Iwv'x  •' 

“ God  Bless  You  All.”— IJncoln. 


BY  WAY  OF  PREFACE. 

% 


The  following  letter  from  the  Department  Commander  of  New  York,  is  given  as 
the  expression  of  one  long  famous  for  his  zeal  in  behalf  of  Veterans  and  Comrades,  in  all 
the  circles  of  Comradeship  ; and  as  it  explains  the  situation  fully,  it  is  made  a part  of  the 
present  plea  for  exact  justice  under  our  present  Pension  Laws  : 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  November  20,  1899. 

General  Albert  D.  Shaw, 

Commander-in-Chief  G.  A.  R.,  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Comrade  : 

Your  speech  on  the  Pension  Question,  delivered  at  the  71st  Regiment,  N.  G.  S., 
N.  Y.  Armory,  Manhattan,  N.  Y.  City,  at  the  joint  reception  tendered  by  the  Posts  of 
the  Greater  New  York  on  the  11th  inst.,  to  you  and  myself,  was  a masterpiece.  And  it 
was  within  projier  lines. 

Had  it  received  that  attention  in  the  Metro|)olitan  press  to  which  it  was  entitled  in 
fairness,  thus  reaching  the  people,  to  wiiom  it  was  mainly  addressed,  this  letter  would  not 
be  necessary. 

Yours  was  a plea  for  simple  justice.  It  ought  to  be  known  to  every  Comrade,  and 
through  them  be  made  public  everywhere  in  our  country.  But  how  can  this  be  brought 
about  ? My  oivn  idea  is  tiiat  your  s|>eech  should  be  printed  and  widely  distributed. 
Copies  of  it  should  be  furnished  to  leading  comrades,  esjiecially  the  representatives  to  the  ' 
National  and  Department  Encampments  held  during  the  present  year,  and  also  to  every 
Post  of  our  Order,  in  which  latter  it  should  be  read  in  full,  and  that  then,  through  these 
same  influences,  the  local  new'spapers  might  be  induced  to  present  the  matter,  at  any  rate 
the  salient  features  of  your  argument,  to  the  people.  Justice  to  our  Order  demands  some 
such  action  by  you.  “ Fraternity  means  something." 

The  cause  of  the  Veterans  of  the  War  for  the  Union  is  one  worthy  the  most  un- 
selfisli  patriotism.  Into  four  years  of  cruel,  internecine  strife,  they  crowded  four  centuries 
of  human  progress  and  advanced  civilization.  Out  of  tlie  fire  came,  the  Union  saved,  a 
nation  free.  In  the  march  of  centuries  to  come,  the  influence  of  this  Epoch  in  the  cause  of 
Liberty  will  ever  be  felt  and  gratefully  remembered. 

The  cause  we  stand  for  is  too  frequently  injured  by  means  of  inuendo  and  mis- 
statements. Whether  these  come  from  ignorant  or  designing  persons,  or  are  based  on 
false  premise,  is  not  material.  The  result  is  hurtful  just  the  same.  And  it  is  particularly 
true  that,  by  reason  of  such  causes,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  as  an  organization, 
is  held  accountable  for  many  things  with  which  it  has  no  sympathy  whatever.  False  teach- 
ings create  unjust  prejudices  and  provoke  criticisms,  — oftimes  cruel — that  are  absolutely 
undeserved. 

As  the  unanimously  elected  Commander-in-chief  in  this  American  Nation,  of  the 
grandest  organization  known  among  men  anywlierc  on  the  earth — comjioscd  of  survivors 
of  the  great  Volunteer  Army  and  Navy  of  the  sixties — you  are  its  proper  mouthpiece. 
What  you  have  to  say  in  its  interests,  particularly  on  the  Pension  Question,  under  a sense 
of  your  duty,  should  receive  great  consitleration  by  the  peojilc.  And  to  enable  this  being 
brought  about,  has  caused  me  to  write  you  as  I have  done,  in  the  hope  that  the  suggestions 
herein  made  wall  meet  your  approval.  Your  speech  on  the  Pension  Question  ought  to  be 
widely  distributed. 

Fratern:illy  yours, 

i JOSEPH  W.  KAY, 

Department  Commander  of  New  York, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


THE  QUESTION  OF  PENSIONS. 


COM  lADES:— 

It  i ; my  desire  at  this  great  meeting 
of  th*  Comrades  of  Greater  New  York, 
to  m ike  piain  my  position,  as  your 
Comi  lander-in-Chief,  on  the  important 
Quesiion  of  Pensions,  I feel  it  my 

duty  to  place  myself  squarely  before 
the  oiintry  in  reiation  to  this  great 
subje  2t— in  order  that  no  one  can  fair- 
ly do  ibt  or  misunderstand  my  views 
in  th  s connection.  And  this  for  the 
reaso  i that  I liave  been  repeatedly  re- 
porte  1 recently,  of  saying  things  about 
pensi  »ns  tliat  I never  uttered;  and  to 
corre  :t  such  errors  of  statements,  I 
propo5e  to  make  plain  here  and  now, 
what  in  my  belief  is  due  to  the  veter- 
ans c f the  most  righteous  war  since 
time  Degan.  Again  and  again  I have 
decla  ed  my  belief  that  every  needy 
and  worthy  veteran  of  “The  Great 
War,*  who  is  entitled  to  a pension  un- 
derpi  esentlaws,  should  be  granted  one 
withe  ut  vexing  delays,  caused  by  un- 
neces;ary  and  illiberal  technicalities, 
or  so  uethiug  worse.  The  broad  spirit 
of  £ ppreciative  gratitude  running 
thron  ?h  our  present  liberal  pension 
laws,  should  be  equally  as  generously 
obser  . od  in  their  execution.  The  peo- 
ple o * this  Nation  know  that  the  vol- 
untoers  of  18G1  and  18G5  saved  the 
Union  in  full  concord  and  liberty;  and 
they  ire  fully  aware  in  what  a storm 
the  Ship  of  State  made  its  tempestu- 
ous V ayage  to  the  blessed  haven  of 
Hapi:>’'  Peace. 

THE  AMERICAN  PENSION  POLICY 

Our  American  Pension  Policy  dates 
from  the  birth  of  our  Nation.  On 
Align  it  20th,  1770,  a series  of  resolu- 
tions was  passed  by  the  Continental 
Congi  ess  promising  pensions  to  those 
who  n'ere  disabled  in  the  war  for  In- 
depen  3ence.  This  has  been  continued 
from  that  time  down  to  the  present 
day.  Poor  as  -was  the  ne^v  Nation, 
the  pi  nsions  granted  needy  and  de- 
pende  it  soldiers  were  comparatively 
liliera  ; and  a few  years  after  the  close 
of  th(  Revolutionary  war,  all  surviv- 
ing V derans  w^ere  granted  pensions. 


This  policy  w^as  continued  through  all 
our  subsequent  wars;  and  thus  the 
pension  question  is  no  new  one  in 
American  history.  The  pensions 
granted  have  always  ben  liberal,  and 
in  each  war,  after  a few  years,  were 
made  general,  for  the  reason  that  our 
armies  and  navy  in  the  past,  have  been 
mainly  filled  with  volunteers.  The 
theory  of  our  government  is  that  every 
citizen  is  a unit  of  our  strength,  with 
equal  rights  and  equal  responsibilities 
for  its  safety  and  defense.  We  have 
no  privileged  classes,  and  there  are  no 
exceptions  to  the  common  rule  of  in- 
dividual duty  and  patriotism.  Ours  is 
a people’s  government,  where  each  cit- 
izen is  equal  in  all  political  and  civic 
rights  before  the  law.  All  are  peers. 
There  are  no  hereditary  lines  to  divide 
our  common  birthright  of  citizenship. 
It  follows  that  volunteering  in  times 
of  war,  for  the  common  defense  of  all 
the  people,  and  for  the  protection  of 
individual  and  national  rights  and  in- 
terests, constitutes  one  of  the  most  hon- 
orable and  sacred  functions  in  the  life 
of  a nation.  Prom  earliest  historic 
times,  those  ■who  periled  their  live* 
for  their  country  have  had  first  place 
in  the  affections  of  the  masses.  This 
rule  is  based  upon  the  view  that  the 
most  precious  thing  in  the  world  is  the 
great  gift  of  life;  and  to  place  all  one 
has  at  the  service  of  the  state,  inspires 
the  loftiest  sentiments  that  can  ani- 
mate the  souls  of  men.  And  more: — 
The  sacrifices  of  war  are  the  greatest 
burdens  that  men  are  called  upon  to 
bear,  in  the  circle  of  humanity.  All 
that  adds  to  the  early  prospects  of 
a happy  life  are  staked,  and  often  lost, 
on  the  fortunes  of  the  battle  fields. 
Years  of  pain  and  suffering  follow  as 
the  oft-time  legacy  of  patriotic  service 
in  behalf  of  imperiled  liberty  and  the 
common  rights  of  all.  When  war  ends 
with  us,  tlie  volunteer  who  survives  it 
becomes  a citizen  veteran,  and  takes 
his  place  in  the  former  round  of  duty, 
and  helps  bear  the  burdens  of  civil 
life  mainly  as  though  he  had  not  of- 
fered his  own  life  in  the  interests  of 
the  whole  people. 


THE  QUESTION  OF  PENSIONS. 


THE  AMERICAN  VOLUNTEER. 

The  Revolutionary  war,  in  the  form- 
ative epoch  of  .lashington,  brought 
into  view  the  American  volunteer. 
For  the  first  time  tlie  army  of  defense 
came  from  tlie  free  service  of  willing 
defenders  of  a now  born  nation.  It 
was  the  founding  of  a government  “of 
all  the  people,  by  all  the  people  and 
for  all  the  people,”  as  Theodore  Parker 
declared  in  1851. 

The  spirit  of  liberty  inspired  the 
hearts  of  the  loyal  and  patriotic  de- 
fenders of  our  new  nation,  and  led 
them  to  freely  offer  their  lives  and 
fortunes  and  sacred  honor  in  behalf 
of  independence  and  self-government. 
The  American  volunteer  policy  thus 
inaugurated  in  1770  has  been  in  full 
force  of  the  present  day.  The  war  of 
1812;  our  Indian  wars;  the  great  war 
of  18()l-05,  and  the  Spanish-American 
war  have  all  been  fought  by  volun- 
teers, A free  people’s  government  has 
thus,  from  the  first,  been  safeguarded 
by  the  willing  and  heroic  services  of 
soldiers  who  offered  themselves  in  its 
defense. 

The  epoch  of  the  great  Lincoln  as- 
tonished the  world  by  the  magnitude 
of  its  life  or  death  struggle  over  the 
conflicting  sentiments  of  sectional 
slavery  of  full  national  freedom.  Dur- 
ing that  mighty  conflict  the  American 
volunteer  was  the  hero  and  martyr,  as 
well  as  the  maker  of  unchallenged 
liberty.  He  took  his  place  on  his  bat- 
tle line,  ready  for  every  duty,  and 
equal  to  every  sacrifice  demanded  of 
him  in  the  settlement  of  a vital  nation- 
al issue,  in  which  the  pen  had  given 
place  to  the  bloody  arbitrament  of  the 
sword. 

The  portals  of  our  matchless  Tem- 
ple of  Freedom— now  embracing  a vast 
nationality— founded  under  Washing- 
ton, preserved  and  glorified  under  Lin- 
coln, and  righteously  expanded  under 
McKinley,  open  to  the  world’s  hope  a 
free  and  fair  chance  in  which  to  win 
a man’s  full  stature,  in  the  happy  con- 
duct of  life. 

Such  is  the  splendid  American  Monu- 
ment to  the  matchless  American  Vol- 
unteers! 

OUR  SERVICE. 

In  the  bloom  of  youth,  in  fair,  fresh 
manhood’s  morning,  at  the  c<all  of  duty, 
there  Aveut  forth  between  1801-05  the 
flower  of  our  northern  land  to  defend 
the  imperiled  cause  of  this  Republic. 
I remember  well  how  the  call  for  vol- 
unteers resounded  through  our  broad 
land.  I see  before  me,  clearly  outlined 


in  memory’s  mirror,  groups  of  youth 
in  Avhose  hearts  burned  the  patriotic 
fires  of  liberty  and  union,  eager  to  of- 
fer themselves  as  defenders  of  the  na- 
tion’s integrity.  Loving  and  loyal 
mothers  said  to  uieir  sous,  “Go,  and 
may  God  guide  and  keep  you;”  fathers 
said,  with  trembling  lips,  “Do  your 
duty,  my  son,  like  a true  man;”  Avhile 
dear  ones,  iu  tears  and  grief,  blessed 
the  volipjteers  Avho  Aveut  from  their 
parting  embrace  braA'ely  to  the  front 
War  committees,  speaking  in  the  name 
of  towns  and  counties,  said,  “Go,  and 
Avlien  victory  crowns  your  Avork  you 
sliall  never  cease  1o  merit  and  hold 
first  place  in  the  grateful  hearts  of 
your  countrymen.” 

A vast  number  of  volunteers  made 
up,  in  the  main,  tue  great  Union  ar- 
mies. No  such  hosts  ever  before  kept 
step  to  tlie  drum  beat  of  duty  and  lib- 
erty, since  tlie  world  began.  And  so 
also  was  it  with  our  na\"y— the  men 
Avho  went  out  to  sea. 

The  conflict  eboed  and  flowed  like  a 
mighty  tidal  wave  of  blood  for  four 
years,  and  then  peace  with  honor  came 
to  our  righteous  cause.  The  day  dawn 
of  a neAv  national  life  followed  our 
conflict  and  victory.  SlaA^ery  was 
buried  forever  under  the  loyal  tread  of 
our  Union  soldiers,  and  by  the  guns  of 
our  navy,  and  the  peril  Avliich  it  fos- 
tered became  a dead  and  gone  issue. 
New  ideas,  new  resonrses,  ncAV  condi- 
tions and  new  aspirations,  have  grad- 
ually and  grandly  followed  the  dark 
era  of  slavery  on  our  soil.  Our  volun- 
teers saved  tlie  Union,  and  gave  free- 
dom to  an  enslaved  race.  Their  majes- 
tic monument  is  the  government  their 
valor  preserved.  And  our  service  was 
a voluntary  act  in  which  all  had  a com- 
mon interest.  No  hopes  of  personal 
gain  led  American  volunteers  to  offer 
themselA^es  a living  sacrifice  in  the  hor- 
rible war  days.  The  men  who  volun- 
teered iu  our  armies  and  navy  were  pa- 
triots first,  soldiers  and  sailors  after- 
wards. The  intellectual  and  moral 
backing  of  onr  bayonets  and  ships  of 
war  was  unsurpassed.  The  serried 
ranks  which  finally  crushed  out  the 
rebellion,  were  made  up  of  a givtb  and 
grain  of  manhood  Avorthy  of  the  ideas 
and  high  American  citizenship  of 
Washington  aud  Tiincoln.  I wish  here 
and  noAv  to  particularly  emphasize  the 
fact  that  onr  volunteers  saved  this 
mighty  nation  from  disunion.  All  our 
present  proud  national  possessions  of 
great  deeds  and  great  memories,  won 
in  re-establishing  tlie  authority  of  the 
government  over  the  Avhole  Union, 
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TJIP]  QUESTION  OF  PENSIONS. 


w»iil(l  liavo  been  a sad  history  of  lost 
lilterlies  had  it  not  been  for 

“Yon  and  me,  dear  friend. 

For  3'ou  and  me.” 

Vndas  we  meet  today— a troodly  coin- 
pr  ny  of  veteran  survivors  of  the  grand- 
es".  crusade  of  the  centuries— to  take 
ccinisel  together  regarding  the  iinpor- 
ta  jf  subject  of  pensions  I know  I voice 
thi  feelings  of  every  one  present  when 
1 say  tliat  all  we  demand  is  justice, 
ai  d what  we  denounce  is  any  narrow 
h;y  pocrisy  and  cant  which  is  beneath 
thi  dignity  of  patriots,  and  unworthy 
of  American  citizens,  in  dealing  with 
oi  r pension  policy. 

OUR  PENSION  KOEL. 

t is  gladly  conceded  that  our  Amer- 
ic  in  Pension  Roll  Is  the  most  generous 
ai  long  nations,  and  for  the  good  and 
sx  flicient  reason  that  no  nation  was 
exer  voluntarily  served  and  saved  as 
w IS  oui*s.  When  Avar  came,  early  in 
the  sixties,  and  great  armies  and  a 
m vy  Avere  demanded  for  the  defence 
ol  our  government,  there  were  two 
cl  ief  AA’ays  to  fill  them— by  choice  or 
cl  ance,  and  the  willing,  free  choice 
m ide  by  a great  multitude  of  volun- 
te  M\s  at  the  lirst,  left  no  use  at  the  out- 
S€  t for  the  revolving  Avheel.  Patriotic 
w ir  committees,  backed  by  the  over- 
w helming  sentiment  of  good  citizens, 
w^re  unanimous  in  their  promises  to 
ai  l the  dependents  of  those  Avho  would 
vt  lunteer,  and  in  their  assurances  that 
li  leral  pensions  w'ould  be  granted  to 
n*  edy  survivors,  and  the  heirs  of  those 
AX  ho  died  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 
tiy.  Grandly  has  this  pledge  been  re- 
d ‘emed  by  the  peojile.  Our  hearts 
a e Avarmed  by  the  sentiment  of  gen- 
ejous  justice,  as  shown  by  the  liberal 
p *nsion  legislation  of  the  past  thirty- 
tl  ree  years,  which  has  governed  our 
Ir  Av  makers  at  Washington.  The 
Ir  ws  are  all  right.  The  executing 
tl  eiu  is  another  thing.  The  reason 
why  the  policy  of  granting  pensions 
t(  our  volunteers  has  been  so  generous 
is  because  the  veterans  Avho  saved  the 
Union  by  their  services  and  sacrifices 
w ere  worthy  of  liberal  pensions,  when 
d sease,  poA'erty  and  helpless  declin- 
li  g years  made  such  pensions  neces- 
Bi  ry. 

The  richest  nation  in  the  w'orld  can 
well  afford  to  pension  those  Avho  Avere 
d ^serving  and  needy,  and  whose  patri- 
olism  provided  armies  and  a navy 
g eater  than  any  regular  standing 
ai  my  ever  befoi’e  brought  into  service 
Ie  a nation’s  defense.  When  the  waf* 


Avas  over,  our  volunteers  Aveut  back 
to  the  old  peaceful  pursuits— some  to 
soon  die  of  their  wounds;  others  to  fol- 
loAV  their  comrades  in  the  procession  of 
those  whose  health  had  been  ruined  by 
the  hardships  of  the  service;  and,  year 
by  year,  as  old  age  comes  on,  Avith  the 
increasing  infirmities  of  past  years, 
A’^eteran  survivors  in  groa t numbers 
are  rendered  helpless,  and  left  needy. 
A large  number  of  those  have  helped 
bear  the  burdens  of  peace,  since  leav- 
ing the  service,  like  good  citizens,  and 
thus  added  to  the  material  wealth  of 
the  country.  Our  just  government 
promptly  met  the  requirements  of 
those  veterans  wdu>  w^ere  Avithout  the 
means  of  support  by  passing  the  act 
of  June  27th,  1800,  and  under  its  gener- 
ous provisions  a great  many  veterans 
have  had  blessings  brought  to  their 
humble  homes,  so  sweet  and  gratifying 
that  no  pen  or  tongue  can  adequately 
describe  their  feelings.  Said  an  old 
lady  in  my  iiresence,  a\  Ith  I ears  stream- 
ing doAvn  her  age-fnrroAA^ed  face,  as 
her  pension  certificate  AA'as  handed  to 
her,  coming  from  her  veteran  husband’s 
service,  recently  dead,  “It  is  all  in  the 
Avorld  I have  to  live  on,  and  I have  no 
friends  avIio  will  care  for  me.  With- 
out this  I would  have  to  go  to  Ihe  poor 
house.  God  help  those  who  thus  pro- 
vide for  the  helpless  Avidow^”  It  is  not 
necessary  to  dAvell  upon  the  justice  and 
generosity  of  our  pension  system,  for 
It  is  well  knowm  and  generally  ap- 
proved. What  I wish  to  make  clear  Is 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  regulations 
of  the  pension  department  are  unjust, 
not  conforming  to  the  fair  construction 
and  spirit  of  our  pension  laws,  and 
unAAmrthy  of  being  allowed  to  stand 
as  representing  the  policy  of  a govern- 
ment saved  from  overthrow  by  the  aid 
of  the  very  veterans  wdiom  it  all  too 
sloAvly  recognizes  under  the  law. 

OUR  LONG  PENSION  ROLL. 

Our  pension  roll  is  long  because  a 
vast  number  of  volunteers  from  the 
opening  to  the  close  of  “The  Great 
War”  entered  the  service  of  the  Na- 
tion, on  land  and  sea,  and  a great 
mimber  of  these  left  that  service  to 
henceforth  bear  a life-burden  of  physi- 
cal siifTering  in  consequence.  In  our 
great  struggle  for  a new  national  life 
of  freedom  and  free  men,  our  volun- 
teers met  the  issues  squarely,  and 
acliicved  a glorious  final  victory  for 
the  Union.  If  our  nation  was  AAmrth 
saving  Its  saviors  deserved  to  be  cared 
for  in  their  needy  old  age  by  the  na- 
tion they  saved.  No  true  patriot,  no 
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real  friend  of  liberty,  no  Avise  citizen 
will  deny  this  just  claim.  Some  may 
for  the  moment  thoughtlessly  question 
Its  Avisdoiu,  but  a little  considerate 
thought  will  lead  to  a generous  admis- 
sion of  its  broad  and  noble  justice. 

Let  us  see  Avhat  it  means.  We  keep 
no  standing  army  Avortliy  of  note,  to 
Impose  a great  burden  upon  the  na- 
tion, like  those  of  many  of  our  foreign 
rivals.  Roth  in  the  IlOA'olution  and  in 
our  late  Avar  of  freedom  American  vol- 
unteers fought  and  Avon  the  proudest 
victories  in  the  annals  of  time. 

Now,  Avhen  our  nation  has  reached 
Its  highest  slandani  of  national  weallh. 
there  has  come  a time  Avhen  an  attempt 
is  being  made  to  question  tiie  honor  of 
the  pension  list,  under  the  misleading 
plea  that  pensions  have  been  granted 
without  duo  sanction  of  law.  The 
“cry”  sent  out  some  years  ago  was  that 
fraudulent  pensions  would  be  cleared 
from  the  rolls!  An  angered  and  aroused 
public  sentiment  quickly  made  knoAVU 
that  the  veteran  defenders  of  the  na- 
tiem  Aven*  not  regarded  as  “frauds.” 
The  grand  result  of  the  crusade  proved 
that  frauds  Avere  astonishingly  few, 
and  that,  indeed,  the  pension  roll  AA'as 
a roll  of  unprecedented  purity. 

We  are  now  one  nation,  living  un- 
der one  flag,  and  joint  heirs  to  a com- 
mon destiny.  Rut  in  the  light  of  the 
services  rendered  by  our  volunteers  in 
the  great  struggle  through  Avhich  we 
have  passed,  no  man  or  party  can 
stand  in  the  Avay  of  a liberal  and  just 
pension  policy  in  behalf  of  our  needy 
and  worthy  veterans.  No  cry  can 
be  raised  of  “fraud”  on  the  part  of  our 
veterans  without  being  silenced  by  the 
patriotic  cheers  of  millions  Avho  will 
never  forget  in  what  a fire  and  Avhat  a 
heat  Avere  forged  the  anchors  of  our 
national  hope! 

EQUAL  RIGHTS  UNDER  PENSION 

LAWS. 

Our  pension  laws  are  in  force  for  all 
worthy  applicants  alike,  in  the  meas- 
ure of  their  physical  needs.  There  is 
no  intended  favoritism  or  delays  in 
their  spirit  and  letter.  All  share  alike 
in  their  benefits.  That  this  is  not  the 
history  of  a great  number  of  equally 
worthy  cases,  is  I think,  beyond  fair 
qxiestion.  That  final  and  just  action 
on  needy  and  worthy  applications  has 
been  delayed  in  grecat  number's,  in  the 
Pension  Department,  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed. The  evidence  of  this  fact  is  over- 
whelming. And  its  lack  of  judicial 
fairness  and  force  by  such  administra- 
tion of  the  law  is  equally  unquestiona- 


ble. The  recent  able  report  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee  on  Pensions  of  the 
Grand  Anny  of  the  Republic,  is  conclu- 
sive ami  xmausAverable  proof  in  this 
connection.  I challenge  any  fair  and 
patriotic  citizen  to  read  this  painstak- 
ing report  without  having  his  emotions 
deeply  stirred  o\rv  the  clear  injustice 
Avhich  has  been  done  AA'orthy  and  suf- 
fering applicants  for  deserved  pensions 
under  the  laws.  I confess  I A\'as 
aroused  to  an  unpleasant  and  painful 
state  of  mind  as  I read  this  record  of 
unjust  rules  and  time  serving  subter- 
fuges, concerning  the  application  of 
heroes  avIio  had  periled  tneir  all  for 
a common  heritage  of  freedom. 

Henceforth  veterans  should  demand 
equal  and  exact  justice  under  present 
enactments  along  the  lines  of  pensions. 
Any  system  of  delay,  of  xmjust  regula- 
tions, and  unpatriotic  evasions,  must 
stop,  and  stop  soon,  or  an  angered  sor- 
roAving  force  of  unselfish  patriots  will 
ask  the  reason  Avhy,  in  the  right  way 
and  at  the  right  time.  Patriotism  is 
a poor  provider,  Avhen  exercised  in 
more  Avords;  and  gx'atitude  has  not  yet 
ceased  to  bo  measured  by  favors 
passed,  as  it  appears  in  evidence,  so 
that  he  who  “runs  may  road.”  I am 
sorry  to  be  compelled  to  make  these 
observations,  but  I cannot  say  less  and 
look  my  comrades  squarely  in  the  face. 
Referring  to  the  so  called  “Bennett  De- 
cision,” revoking  order  No.  1G4,  the 
National  Committee  of  Pensions  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  says:  “As  is  kiioAvn  to  all 

men  the  decision  Avas  bora  at  a time 
wdien  it  Avas  necess.ary  to  reduce  pub- 
lic expenditures  in  order  to  .adjust  the 
same  to  Ji  I'oduced  income,  and  the  pen- 
sion appropriation,  constituting,  ns  it 
did,  the  largest  Item  of  expenditure, 
presented  the  most  convenient  branch 
to  the  pruning  knife.  It  Avas  necessary 
to  have  a surplus  or  at  least  a clean 
balance.  The  “Rennctt  Decision”  was 
rendered:  Order  No.  164  Avas  revoked; 
and  thus  the  blood  of  the  soldiers  be- 
came the  seed  of  the  surplus.”  Com- 
ment is  unnecessary.  The  climax  of 
AA'oo  and  injustice  is  revealed  in  this 
truthful  statement.  How  long,  Oh, 
Lord,  hoAV  long,  sh.all  tnis  policy  of 
evasion  dominate  the  people’s  just  and 
liberal  intent? 

AN  HISTORICAL  RETROSPECT. 

In  1861,  two  f.amous  bonds  came  into 

view:— (.a)  The  Flesh  .and  Blood  Bond, 
and  (b)  The  Finauci.al  Bond.  The  first 
stood  for  the  American  ^o^untee^s— 
the  greatest  heroes  and  p.atriots  who 
were  ever  marshalled  in  defense  of  a 
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imeiit  of  liberty  and  humanity; 
i^liose  sacriOces  vron  for  us  a 
.ation,  consecrated  to  full  freo- 
)rever.  This  ilesh  and  blood  bond 
lied  its  Inmdrcds  and  thousands 
tyrs  on  battle  fields,  in  hospitals, 
fcvcr-strickiui  swamps  and  in 
pens!  It  left  its  life-lon.s:  agony 
ost  countless  suCCerers,  after  the 
war  had  ended— to  bear  a cease- 
lartyrdom  of  pain  (hrough  all 
ires.  'Two  pledges  formed  tlie 
of  this  precious  bond:  (1)  The 
e that  liberal  pensions  should  be 
d all  needy  and  worthy  surviv- 
l their  heirs,  and  (2)  that  the  first 
of  citizenship  should  follow'  the 
^ and  victory  in  the  war  for  the 
The  first  i)ledge  lias  been  only 
lyredeemedand  its  full  demands 
)t  be  met  until,  under  the  law's, 
me  of  every  deserving  and  needy 
a Is  placed  on  the  pension  roll, 
f justice  of  the  claim  there  can 
honorable  question.  Then  the 
ucluded  the  payment  of  from 
n to  sixteen  dollars  per  month 
r service.  This  was  paid  in  de^ 
ed  currency,  while  the  money 
aid,  sent  to  the  dear  ones  at 
lieiped  to  purcliase  the  neces- 
of  life  at  prices  from  fifty  to  two 
Ml  per  cent  above  the  range  of 
t values  when  the  war  began. 

lids  was  blood  money.  The 
' of  the  financial  bond  is  famous 
■r  the  world.  Its  equal  was  never 
i in  the  history  of  nations.  Prin- 
nd  interest  has  been  paid  in  gold, 
tiirity,  and  tlie  cost  to  investors 
issued,  ranged  from  tliirty-Iive 
ip.  gold  value,  on  a dollar.  And 
The  returned  volunteers 
ed  in  almost  solid  ranks  to  the 
after  the  close  of  the  w'ar,  when 
dd  basis  of  tins  bond  w'as  as- 
and  in  danger,  and  voted  to  pay 
>al  and  interest  in  gold.  Thus 
.'iors  of  the  nation,  saved  the  Na- 
credit,  after  the  Union  w'as  re- 
d.  Tlie  llesh  and  blood  bond, 
irst  to  last,  cost  the  Nation  .*^2.- 
).(KM)  as  show'n  by  the  report  of 
id  comptroller  of  the  treasury 
pril.lSiJl,  to  .luno  30,  TS09,  wdiile 
nount  paid  on  account  of  the 
iai  bond  during  the  same  period 
d the  sum  total  of  8,000,000. 
tliis  all!  If  every  survivor  of  the 
war  had  been  placed  on  the  pen- 
cil at  ?12  per  month,  including 
londents  of  those  w ho  died,  the 
expenditure  in  this  behalf  would 
ual  what  has  been  paid  to  the 
al  bond  in  gold,  and  in  a vast 


majority  of  cases,  the  purchase  of  such 
bond  brought  witli  it  a rich  increase 
in  value,  mad(»  possible  through  the 
terrible  sacrilices  of  the  bond  of  flesh 
and  blood.  The  latter  has  never  been 
made  good,  so  far  as  a gold  standard 
of  w'ages  is  concerned,  while  the  form- 
er stands  as  a golden  momimeut  of 
heroic  valor  and  splendid  national 
credit 

Tlie  war  iiroduced  tw*o  classes— in  a 
sense.  The  creditor  class,  who  loaned 
money  and  goods  to  the  nation,  and 
tlie  brave  defenders,  w ho  loaned  their 
bodies  and  lives  to  save  the  Union. 
One  has  been  amply  and  grandly  paid 
in  the  full  measure  of  gold  value* 
of  tlie  w'orld;  the  other  has  hardly 
been  half  paid,  measured  by  the  same 
standard.  One  meant  loss  of  life  and 
limb  and  loss  of  health;  the  other  sim- 
ply represented  profit  or  loss  of  money 
investment  'the  life  of  tlie  Nation 
and  the  vahie  of  its  se(!urilies  dejicnded 
solelj'  on  the  victories  of  those  wdio 
fought  the  war.  and  not  only  this,  but 
after  peace  blessed  the  land  with  plen- 
ty on  every  hand,  the  volunteer-citizen 
soldiers  and  sailors  voted  to  save  the 
credit  of  tiie  Nation,  in  a battle  of  the 
ballots  of  nnprecodented  bitterness 
and  importaiic(‘,  without  allowing  any 
(picstion  of  i*ctiibui ion  or  w'ell  merited 
recompense  to  themselves  to  enter  into 
the  contest  History  can  be  searched 
in  vain  for  a patriotic  parallel. 

And  now',  after  this  matchless  re- 
cord, in  war  and  in  peace,  tlie  greatest 
foes  of  liberal  pensions  are  ninny  of 
the  men  and  their  heirs,  wMio  w'ere 
made  rich  by  reason  of  investments  in 
this  financial  bond.  Shame  on  this 
outcry  against  an  increased  pmision 
expenditure,  under  present  law's,  in 
view'  of  these  facts,  and  Avhat  should 
bo  a further  and  commanding  consider- 
atlou  i.  e.,  that  our  nation  is  the  rich- 
est and  the  most  pros[)crous  of  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  No  one  wdio 
knows  W'ell  all  the  resources  of  our 
great  country,  <‘au  for  a moment  doubt 
its  ability  to  pay  all  just  pensions  ap- 
plied for  by  its  defenders  and  saviors, 
without  any  financial  distress  wiiat- 
ever.  I submit  that  justice  <lemands 
this  fulfillment  by  the  government  of 
the  flesh  and  blood  bond,  to  its  utmost 
e.Ktent,  and  w'ithoin  further  delay,  un- 
der present  law's,  fMpiitably  oxociiteu 
ill  the  spirit  Avhicli  placed  them  on 
the  statute  books  of  the  Nation.  To 
the  bonds,  my  countrymen!  Let  the 
scales  of  exact  and  .sacred  justice  be 
meted  out  in  equal  liberality,  and  w ith 
generous  patriotism. 


THE  QUESTION 

THE  ‘TENSION  FRxVUDS”  CRY. 

There  can  be  uo  doubt  that  the  cry 
of  “pension  frauds,”  “pension  ageut 
sliarks”  and  the  like  has  brought  dow'n 

upon  the  veterans  anp  pensiouers  of 
the  Union  fierce  criticisms— ns  unde- 
served as  they  have  been  cniel.  and 
even  brutal  in  a great  numlier  of  cases. 
Tliis  organized  jilnn  of  defamation— 
for  such  it  practically  has  been  during 
recent  years- carries  w’ith  it  ingrati- 
tude and  injustice  of  the  basest  sort. 

It  recalls  the  masked  batteries  of  war 
days— tliose  w'lio  shot  from  the  rear, 
the  cojiperlieads  of  tliat  time.  It  has 
been  the  cold-blooded  calculation  of 
men  avIio  have  placed  political  expe- 
diency in  the  patriotic  scales  of  jus- 
tice for  more  partisan  and  selfish  ends. 
'This  is  a serious  charge,  but  there  is 
ahimdant  proof  that  I am  exactly  right 
in  my  strong  statement  concerning  this 
Avhole  unsavory  and  unpatriotic  treat- 
ment of  deserving  pensioners  and  wor- 
thy applicants  for  a pension.  What  are 
the  facts  about  our  noble  pension  Roll 
of  Honor?  Let  me  frankly  answer 
this  question:  Under  President  Cleve- 
land this  “cry”  against  “pension 
frauds,”  to  w'hich  I have  referred 
roaohod  its  climax.  The  very  air  w'as 
lurid  with  the  charges  of  “frauds”  in 
the  pension  roll.  A w'ave  of  fierce  cal- 
umny—as  bitter  as  it  Avas  unfounded- 
rolled  over  the  land,  to  the  groat  preju- 
dice of  as  honorable  A^etorans  as  ever 
uuselfislily  saved  their  country  from 
ruin.  President  Cleveland  listened  to 
the  loud  summons  for  an  iuA'estigation 
of  so  charged  pension  frauds,  as  I 
would  liaA'c  done  under  the  circum- 
stances had  I been  in  his  place.  FIa'c 
volumes  AA*ere  printed  containing  the 
name  of  oA'cry  pensioner,  his  residence, 
the  amount  of  his  pension,  and  when 
pensioned,  and  these  AA'ore  sent  out 
into  every  part  of  the  country.  Nothing 
AA'as  left  uudone  that  promised  “rev- 
elations” in  this  hunt  after  pousiou 
frauds,  under  the  direct  inspiration  of 
the  President  himself.  Special  agents 
SAvarmed  over  the  country  in  swift 
pursuit  of  “pension  sharks”  and  “pen- 
sion fi-auds,”  in  hot  liaste  limiting  for 
the  victims  tliey  iioA’cr  found,  because 
the.r  did  not  exist!  What  w'as  the  re- 
sult of  all  this  effort?  Briefly  this: 
After  (ho  expenditure  of  nearly  a mil- 
lion dollars  ap]>roprialed  by  Congress 
and  spent  in  this  inA'estigation  to  A'er- 
ify  this  claim  of  “aa'gII  known  frauds 
in  every  toAvn  and  hamlet”  the  sum 
total  of  “frauds”  brouglit  1o  light,  in  a 
really  heroic  crusade  to  “make  a case” 
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with  all  the  drastic  power  of  the  gov- 
ernment behind  it.  proved  couchisively 
that  the  Pension  Roll  Avas  the  purest 
roll  in  the  w'orld.  It  is  purer  than  the 
roll  of  churches;  or  of  insurance  com- 
panies, or  of  the  professions,  or  of  any 
charitable  organization,  in  its  small 
percentage  of  “frauds.”  I challenge 
the  d<*nlal  that  this  statement  is  not 
over  Avhelmingly  borne  out  by  the  offi- 
cial records  of  that  inA'estigatlon! 

BUMMERS  AND  FRAUDS. 

I was  asked  yesterday  if  there  were 
not  “bummers  and  frauds  on  the  pen- 
sion roll,”  and  my  answ'er  then  will  be 
my  answ'er  now%  It  is  true  that  among 
the  sacrifices  of  “The  Great  War” 

moral  w'eakness  of  a sad  sort,  came 
to  the  lives  of  some  of  our  A'olunteers. 
Army  life  helps  or  hurts  the  manly 
fibre  of  men,  as  a rule.  It  has  ahvays 
been  so  in  all  wars;  it  aa’III  continue 
to  be  so  until  the  end  of  wars. 

Our  Avar  grandly  developed  and 
broadened  a vast  majority  of  the  vet- 
erans of  the  Union.  A small  minority 
Avere  w'ounded  morally,  and  their  bur- 
den of  life  has  been  a constant  sacri- 
fice ever  since.  'Tliese  comparatively 
few  have  caused  keen  and  entirely  un- 
deserved criticisms  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  eveu  w'hen  they  were 
not  members  of  tlio  order— a fact  not 
generally  considered.  Those  moral 
w'rccks  deserve  the  largest  sympathy; 
and  having  lost  that  which  is  the 
dearest  gitt  of  God  to  the  human  race 
—manly  character— they  still  have  a 
A'alid  claim  upon  the  bounty  of  the 
gov(M*nment  their  valor  in  their  youth 
helped  to  save.  They  volunteered  in 
tlie  morning  of  their  Ha'gs  to  defend 
llieir  country’s  sacred  cause.  'To  it 
they  g<aA'e  (heir  all.  In  their  after  help- 
lessness, (lie  government  they  defend- 
ed and  preserved  should  cheerfully 
grant  them  pensions  in  their  time  ot 
need.  We  cannot  forget  in  pence* 
liOAv  brave  some  of  these  veterans  w ere 
ill  war,  whose  present  weaknesses  are 
a constant  soitoav  to  ns,  as  w'e  see 
them  broken  doAA'u  mainly  as  the  result 
of  the  temptations  aud  sacrifices  of 
army  life  bi  (heir  youlli.  A morally 
wounded  soldier  bears  a far  greater 
burden  and  a sadder  one.  than  the 
AA'orst  physical  AA'ounds  inflicted.  Out 
of  this  comparalh'ely  small  class  has 
come  into  vicAv  the  so-called  “bum- 
mer” and  “fraud”.  Rad  as  is  the 
truth,  those  pitiable  Avrecks  are  Avith 
us,  even  (hough  not  of  us.  They  de- 
serve charity  aud  prayers,  instead  of 
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bitiov  donmu'iatiou.  Many  of  them 
fami  llie  toI  Iii)S  of  cannon,  and 
l)rnvo<l  the  lionid  havoc  of  battlc- 
lichls,  ns  h(*roU*nlly  as  any  sohliors  of 
onr  service.  liavlni:  broken  <lo\vn 
throu.irli  the  teni])tations  of  a brutal 
war,  they  are  properly  the  unfortunate 
wards  of  tlic  nation  in  whose  defense 
they  sadly  wandered  downward  into 
the’ shades.  It  is  thus  clear  that  those 
who  an\  let  us  hope,  \inthinkinsrly 
criticised,  are  the  most  entitled  to  char- 
itable acts  and  words— for  we  are 
tauKi»t  to  “bear  each  other's  burdens” 
by  the  t«reat  Teacher  of  (lalilee.  Of 
frauds  of  the  pension  roll,  pure  and 
siniide.  there  are  a small,  a very  small 
number.  There  are  spots  on  the  sun, 

- althouci*  it  is  tlu»  S(Uirce  of  li.trht  and 
life  on  our  ^lobo.  As  a whole,  the 
pension  roll  challenf'os  admiration  for 
its  peerless  purity— the  first  real  roll 
of  honor  in  our  republic. 

AN  HUMILIATING  POLICY. 

I have  referred  to  an  organized  sys- 
tem of  tirades  of  abuse  designed  to 
cast  suspicion  on  pensioners  and  appli- 
cants for  pensions.  I Avish  to  condemn 
such  practices  with  all  the  force  of 
language  fit  iny  command.  This  sort 
of  warfare  is  utterly  indefensible.  The 
government  is  all-powerfid  to  hunt 
out  frauds  on  the  pension  roll.  It  holds 
the  kevs  of  prisons  in  its  firm  grasp. 
It  is  both  the  judge  and  the  jury  in  all 
pension  cases.  It  has  tlie  scales  of  jus- 
tice in  its  keeping,  and  both  weighs  the 
eA’idence  and  records  the  venlict.  It  is 
as  mighty  as  an  army  invincible.  Its 
agentsaregoing  up  and  down  the  land, 
peering  into  homos,  standing  on  the 
street  corners,  and  seeking  out  like 
the  lions  of  old,  “whom  they  may  de- 
vour.” Nothing  thus  escapes  the  many 
thousand  eyes  of  the  government  Un- 
der such  circumstances— and  I have 
not  ovonlrawn  tlie  picture— I hold  that 
this  humiliating  policy  of  criticisms  of 
“pension  sharks”  and  “pension  frauds” 
should  be  Aviped  out— once  and  for  all. 
If  not  Avhy  not?  AVbon  all  our  nation- 
al hopes  liiuig  tremliling  in  tiie  balance 
of  bloody  war.  these  same  men  stood 
in  serried  ranks  along  the  line  of  fire 
and  death,  periling  their  lives  for  liber- 
ty. for  humanity.  Thousands  of  them, 
lialf  starved  in  Southern  prisons,  Avith 
hardly  sirength  enough  to  stand  up 
and  li.sten  to  harangues  offering  them 
freedom  from  a sacrifice  Avorse  than 
deatli.  if  they  would  enlist  in  the  South- 
ern army,  or  take  the  oatli  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Confederacy,  heroically 
chose  to  take  the  cliauces  of  starvation 


nillior  than  to  fight  against  the  “Stars 
and  Stripes,”  or  give  aid  and  comfort 
to  tlie  enemy  of  their  country.  AVlio, 
with  a patriot’s  (rue  licart,  can  for  one 
moment  iielieve  tliat  such  a type  of 
men  Avould  for  an  instant  counLenance 
in  tlicir  old  age,  frauds  of  any  sort 
against  the  government  they  serveil 
and  saA’cd,  in  their  youth?  Surely  tiiis 
“false  cry”  cannot  lilind  the  pn*sent 
to  the  claims  of  the  glorious  past,  upon 
tlie  appreciative  gratitude  ami  justice 
of  all  true  patriots. 

rilESENT  UNUIOS'P  AM(3NG  VET- 

EUANS- 

Tliero  has  never  been  a period  Avlien 
a deei>er  feeling  of  unrest  and  dissalis- 
faiHion  existed  among  veterans  than 
at  tlie  present  time  ni»on  the  Question 
of  Pensions.  It  is  Avidely  lielieved  tliat 
large  numbers  of  apiilications  for  pen- 
sions ai‘(‘  purposely  delayed  in  allow- 
ance and  even  many  Avortiiy  eases  an? 
rejected  tbongh  the  claim  is  clearly 
establisheil  as  a just  one,  so  as  to  kecj) 
doAvn  iKMision  expenditures,  regardless 
of  tlie  clear  intent  of  the  laAvs  passed 
by  a grateful  jieoide  for  tlie  benefit  of 
needy  and  deserving  veterans  and  tlie 
alloAvancos  are  seldom  A\diat  the  exam- 
iug  boards  recommend.  Tliey  are 
nearly  always  “pared  down.”  I fear 
this  belief  is  all  too  avcII  founded.  My 
evidence  on  this  point  scorns  incontro- 
vertible. and  again  I call  your  atten- 
tion to  onr  National  Pension  Commit- 
tee’s Report:  “The  committee  called 

on  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, and  also  on  the  (Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  and  presented  complaints 
as  to  tlie  administration  of  the  Pen- 
sion Bureau.  As  an  Incident  of  this 
meeting  the  AA^ord  Avent  to  tiie  country 
tliat  tlu'.  Pension  Bureau  Avas  under 
investigation  by  this  Committee. 

“Tins  brought  in  the  succeeding 
Aveeks.  thousands  of  letters  from  every 
section  of  the  country,  addressed  to 
the  individual  members  of  the  Gominit- 
ti'C,  eneli  letter  a complaint  as  to 
existing  conditions  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Pension  Bureau.  To  class- 
ify these  complaints  would  reipilre 
much  time  and  space,  and  to  pass  up- 
on their  merits  AA'oiiId  iiiA'olA’e  a A'ast 
amount  of  research  conducted  by  ex- 
perts In  pension  matters  Jind  not  pos- 
siblv  by  yonr  Committee  on  Pensions. 
To  sum  it  all  up,  the  burden  of  com- 
plaint is  against  the  enforcement  of 
Rule  No.  225  and  the  widows*  clause 
barring  pensions  at  an  income  of 
a year.  Neither,  as  we  believe,  is  in 
keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  la^^^  A 
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soldier's  widow  should  not  be  permit- 
ted to  sufTer  In  this  land  of  plenty  and 
we  stoutly  insist  that  rule  No.  225 
should  be  abrogated  and  rule  No.  104 
re-cs*n.-/lished. 

“Unfriendly  critics  still  challenge 
the  purity  of  the  Pension  Roll.  Tlie 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  pledged 
to  Miouor  and  purity  in  public  affairs’ 
respectfully  demands  specifications, 
not  general  statements,  and  points  to 
its  unmatched  I'ccord  as  soldiers  and 
citizens  totally  obedient  to  the  statutes. 

No  class  of  men  has  so  Avell  learned 
the  lcs.sons  of  nnqnestionod  obedience 
to  law,  ana  unwavering  loyalty  to  tlie 
flag  and  Americanism  as  the  men 
who  wear  the  little  bronze  button.  The 
olficials  of  the  government  adjudicate 
claims  for  pensions,  and  if  tlicre  be 
un wormy  names  on  tlie  rolls,  the  men 
who  refuse  to  iuA'oke  tlie  legal  machin- 
ery of  tlie  courts  to  blot  them  out  are 
neither  sincere  or  patriotic  in  their 
fierce  denunciation  of  alleged  Avrong- 
doing.  No  man  lias  the  right  to  par- 
ade the  moral  Aveaknc.ss  of  a possibly 
corruptfew,  to  create  prejudice  against 
the  most  sacred  riglits  of  the  honest 
many. 

“It  was  better  not  to  confine  one’s 
seif  to  tales  of  vice  and  fraud,  but 
rather  to  tell  of  an  occasional  discov- 
ery of  merit  and  honest  virtue  in  order 
tliat  tlie  Avorkl  may  know  tlmt  the 
moral  degeneracy  of  the  closing  cen- 
tury is  not  confined  to  tlie  survivors 
of  tlie  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the 
heirs  of  such  as  have  passed  away. 

It  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  average 
man  Iiaving  the  virtue  of  patriotism 
In  a sufficient  degree  to  offer  to  lay 
down  Ins  life  for  his  country  in  fight- 
ing her  battles  for  freedom,  is  free 
from  intent  to  defraud.  Decency 
should  be  presumed  on  the  part  of  the 
defenders  of  the  Republic.  The  Grand 
Army,  representing  the  ex-union  sol- 
diers and  sailors  of  the  United  States, 
and  their  heirs,  having  in  mind  the 
glorious  past,  surpassed  only  by  the 
possibilities  unfolding,  and  to  be  un- 
folded in  the  future,  pleads  for  justice. 
More  is  not  desired;  Avith  less,  this 
great  comradeship  and  all  it  represents 
will  not  be  satisfied.” 

This  is  the  considerate  judgment  of 
four  as  able  and  just  men  and  Com- 
rades as  can  be  found  in  our  Nation 
concerning  the  present  administration 
of  tlie  pension  oflSce,  I respectfully 
submit  tliat  it  is  not  pleasant  reading 
for  patriotic  Americans,  In  Adew  of 
the  sacrifices  of  the  Sixties,  in  wdiich 
failure  of  the  Union  arms  would  have 
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brought  unutterable  ruin  upon  our 
present  matchless  Republic! 

OUR  PENSION  CRITICS. 

In  tiie  main  two  lines  of  criticism 

arc  foIIOAA'ed  as  to  our  pension  system 
l>y  those  Avho  oppose  it  (1),  Tliey 
object  to  the  idea  that  all  deserving 
veterans  should  be  pensioned,  and  (2), 
they  claim  that  the  later  applications 
for  an  increase  of  old  pensions  and  for 
neAv  oii(?s,  are  unjust  and  largely 
fraudulent  As  to  the  first  it  is  in  too 
manv  cases  used  as  a vantage  ground 
to  attack  tlie  granting  of  any  increase 
in  pensions,  or  to  allow  any  new  late 
applications.  The  second  line  of  crit- 
icism is  generally  intended  to  keep 
down  the  pension  expenditure,  with- 
out regard  to  tlie  needs  and  merits  of 
applying  A’^eterans.  I knoAA’’  Avell  tliat 
the  annual  pension  expenditure  is 
large.  And  why?  Simply  because  it 
took  a vast  army  and  navy  to  keep  the 
nation  In  ILs  orbit  of  safety!  Without 
the  sacrifices  of  our  Union  soldiers  and 
sailors  our  Reimblic  would  have  been 
broken  in  tAA^aiii.  and  the  later  glory 
of  the  closing  century  AA^ouId  have  been 
shrouded  in  dire  national  disaster.  The 
hue  and  cry,  denouncing  those  avIio  are 
pension  attorneys,  and  later  day  appli- 
cants for  pensions,  lias  behind  it  both 
lionest  and  unfair  supborters.  With- 
out personal  knoAvlcdge,  and  misled 
by  the  noisy  irresponsible  chatter  of 
selfish  and  unpatriotic  critics,  many 
thougiitlessly  fall  into  the  error  of  be- 
lieving these  criticisms,  AVho  really 
arc  loyal  in  tlieir  patriotism,  and  mean 
to  be  reasonable  as  well.  I look  upon 
the  latter  as,  in  a sense,  “honest  sup- 
porters” of  an  unjust  line  of  opposi- 
tion to  our  pensioners,  as  shown  fn 
bitter  wdiolesale  denunciations  of 
thousands  who  are  now  pressing  for 
pensions,  and  are  as  Avorthy  of  receiv- 
ing them  under  the  law,  as  any  noAV 
on  tlie  roll. 

It  is  generally  acknoAvledgcd  that 
the  present  is  a period  of  unprecedent- 
ed prosperity,  and  tliat  tlie  resources 
of  the  nation  are  almost  boundless.  At 
a time  when  the  saviors  of  the  coun- 
try need  most  the  beiieficicnt  pensions 
pledged  to  them  Avhen  they  volun- 
teered, in  vicAV  of  the  Avealtli  of  our  na- 
tional inheritance,  there  should  be  but 
one  sentiment  i.  c.— tliat  of  a prompt, 
generous  and  just  granting  of  pensions 
to  all  who  are  worthy  and  needy  un- 
der present  Isaa's.  I liaA'e  said  again 
and  again,  that  the  present  laws  coA'er 
all  wortliy  pension  cases,  if  they  are 
only  interpreted  In  the  spirit  of  their 
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eaactinent,  acoordinj?  to  a correct  con- 
s ruction  of  such  laws,  with  the  appli- 
cilion  of  just  rules  and  rojrulat.ions  for 
t leir  j^ouerous  onforceineut.  I repeat 
t lis  belief,  and  have  no  doubt  of  being 
r ght  in  this  view.  AVhat  is  needed, 
a jd  wliat  is  not  now  being  enforced,  is 
ti  have  the  present  ]iension  laws  ad^ 
II  inisLered  in  tlieir  plain,  sim|)le,  con- 
s ruetive  intent— without  any  attempt 
tu  limit  expenditures  plainly  autbor- 
i:  ed  in  tlicir  enactment;  and  let  all 
financial  responsibility  therefor  rest 
11  mil  Congress,  where  it  properly  be- 
1(  iigs. 

Alas,  how  keen  many  are  in  their 
V illingness  to  sneer  at  the  veteran 
a id  criticise  the  Pension  Itoll.  Again 
I declare  tliat  it  is  the  purest  roll  in 
t le  world— by  all  odds.  There  are 
b ots  in  it,  no  doubt,  but  tiio  hue  and 
cy  alunit  "bummers  and  frauds”  are 
s ul  reading  to  old  veterans  who  know 
a 1 the  facts  about  the  moral  wrecks 
a id  wounds  of  the  service.  Keep  up 
s ich  an  unfair  “cry”  against  "frauds” 
ill  our  churclies,  ns  .some  newspapers 
a 'e  doing  about  the  pension  (|iiestion, 
a ad  the  churches  Avould  soon  feci  the 
bird  heel  of  blighting  and  cruel  de- 
ruinciations,  and  the  same  would  be 
t ue  with  lawyers  and  physicians! 
'\  'hy  not  look  at  the  question  fairly, 
and  not  be  hunting  all  the  time  for 
t lings  to  criticise?  Surely  the  gov- 
e aiment  with  its  vast  resources  can 
<l?nl  proj>erl3*  with  the  pension  frauds 
- and  1 am  as  anxious  as  any  one  can 
1 issibly  be  to  have  all  brought  to 
I ght  aiiii  punished.  I unfailingly  call 
1 [loii  comrades  to  be  as  (piick  in  Iniut- 
i ig  out  all  frauds,  as  tliey  should  be 
i i aiding  needy  and  wortliy  veterans 
t > secure  a pension. 

( UH  GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  RE- 
PUBLIC. 

Fididity  to  our  obligations  as  mem- 

I ers  of  the  noblest  order  that  ever  ex- 
h ted,  demand  tlmt  we  stand  loyally 

i i defense  of  the  just  rights  of  every 
t omrade.  Our  common  service  should 
iiaite  ns  in  Imnds  as  imperishable  as 
i.‘  the  record  of  our  past  deeds.  Its 
Innor  and  its  claims  along  tlie  line  of 
Christian  citizenship  slionld  ever  be 
c lerislied:  and  wo  should  bo  vigilant 
a id  faithful  in  every  duty,  and  loyal 
t)  every  ineinher.  I charge  you  again 

II  y Comrades  to  he  as  keen  in  search- 

ii  g out  frauds  and  in  keeping  tlio  pen- 
si  ui  roll  inire,  as  you  would  be  in 
s<  eing  that  every  wortliy  and  needy 
a iplicanPs  name  is  placed  upon  it. 
Right  wrongs  no  man;  and  juslice  to 


veterans  under  the  law  can  never  en- 
danger the  highest  and  most  sacred 
interests  of  our  natifui. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  provide  ways  and 
means  for  carrying  out  the  present 
liberal  pension  laws;  this  is  the  duty 
of  our  statesmen.  Ours  is  tlic  right  to 
enjoy  the  full  fruition  of  a noble  ap- 
preciation of  our  services,  liltingly  ex- 
pressed through  laws  passinl  for  the 
aid  and  comfort  of  poor  and  deserv- 
ing veterans.  Well  may  our  mighty 
naliou,  in  the  spirit  of  Kipling’s  great 
“Recessional,”  unite  in  its  sentiments: 

“The  tumult  and  the  Phoutiug  die.s; 

'I'hc  captains  and  the  kings  depart ; 

Still  stands  lliinc  ancient  sacrifice. 

All  huinhle  and  a contrite  heart, 
l.ord  OckI  of  Ho.sts,  he  with  ns  yet, 
l.est  we  fotget,  lest  we  forget.’’* 

Broken  health,  energies  impaired, 
lessened  opportunity  and  a hapless 
future  in  the  front  ranks  of  happy  and 
bouyaiit  success— such  were  the  bur- 
dens thousands  bore,  and  are  still 
bearing,  after  tnelr  war  service  ended, 
as  a sacrifice  nobly  endured  for  the  in- 
tegrily  of  the  Union,  and  the  full  free- 
dom of  every  soul  in  our  dear  soil. 
No  Avords  by  tongue  or  pen  can  meas- 
ure burdens  such  as  these.  In  such 
a sacrifice,  the  sweetest  blessings  of 
this  world  are  clouded,  “And  lost  to 
life  and  use  of  name  and  fame.”  The 
life  martyrdom  of  cruel  years  of  pain 
and  suffering  for  one’s  country  is 
above  all  price,  measured  by  human 
standards.  1'he  sentiment  of  patriotic 
duty,  leading  to  sufferings  of  body, 
cjiii  only  find  ils  worlhy  and  satisfy- 
ing compensation  in  a full  sentiment 
of  appreciation  for  tlie  service  ren- 
dered in  a Nation’s  behalf.  The  cheers 
of  a mnititmie,  as  the  veterans  pain- 
fully march  in  the  parade  of  honor, 
carries  Avith  it  no  aid  and  comfort  for 
satisfying  Ihe  flaily  needs  of  tbe  ageing 
hero.  But  the  granting  of  a jiension, 
his  due  by  reason  of  his  service  and 
his  needs,  under  laws  passed  for  his 
relief  and  happiness,  this  goes  to  the 
heart  like  a sweet  song.  The  derelict, 
ocean  tos.sed,  when  brought  safely  into 
port  pays  the  salvage',  under  the  bill- 
ing laws  of  nations!  Onr  Nation — in 
dire  peril  from  tlie  hurricane  of  war — 
Avlien  all  hung  on  Union  bayoiuds  and 
on  our  sea  dogs’  guns,  rescued  glor- 
iously, invites  a parallel  of  justice,  to 
tlioso  Avho  stilled  the  Avild  waA^es  of 
internecine  strife,  and  through  blood, 
Raved  Our  AH! 

G.  A.  R.  REPRESENTATIONS. 

The  considerate  and  unanimous  ac- 
tion taken  by  the  33rd  National  En- 
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campinent  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  at  Philadelphia,  on  this  sub- 
ject, based  upon  the  report  of  the  Pen- 
sion Committee,  bears  out  the  vieAVs 
[ I have  expressed  tonight  in  every 

»♦'  particular.  I commend  such  report 

and  the  resolution  adopted  to  the  care- 
ful attention  of  comrades,  and  of  the 
wliole  iieople. 

They  are  as  foIloAvs: 

4 “Resolved,  That  the  Comma ndor-in- 

Cliief  appoint  a committee  of  five  com- 
rades to  present  to  the  President  a cer- 
tified copy  of  the  action  of  this  Nation- 
al Encampincut  with  an  expression  of 
our  earnest  desire  for  justice  only  to 
our  disabled  comrades,  and  the  AvidoAvs 
and  orphans  of  our  dead,  under  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  law." 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  G,  1899. 
Comnmnder-iu-Chief  and  Comrades: 

Your  Committee  on  Pensions  respect- 
fully presents  this  supplemental  report 
pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  this 
Encampment. 

AVe  respectfully  direct  attention  to 
Section  471  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  United  States  Avhich  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

Section  471.  The  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  shall  perforin  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
such  duties  in  the  execution  of  the 
various  pension  and  bounty-land  laAVs 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  President’ 

Resolved  1.  This  Encampment  re- 
spectfully represents  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  its  earnest  con- 
viction that  rule  No.  225  now  in  prac- 
tical effect  in  the  adjudication  of 
claims  for  pensions  under  Section  2 of 
the  act  of  June  27th,  1890,  in  the  Pen- 
t siou  Bureau,  Avorks  grave  injustice  to 

worthy  ex-soldiers  and  sailors,  and  we 
express  the  hope  that  you  may  find  It 
consistent  with  your  duties  as  an  ad- 
ministrative officer,  to  abrogate  this 
L rule  and  re-establish  the  principle  as 

' defined  in  Rule  No.  1G4,  under  the 

operation  of  Rule  No.  1G4,  formulated 
and  put  into  effect  soon  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  unquestionably  re- 
sponsive to  public  sentiment  and  based 
upon  sound  legal  propositions— In  a 
word,  the  simple  expression  of  the  let- 
ter and  spirit  of  the  law,  four  hundred 
thousand  names  Avere  added  to  the 
pension  rolls  of  the  Republic,  and  to 
which  no  objection  was  heard  for  years 
after  Its  promulgation. 

Resolved  2.  This  Encampment  re- 
spectfully represents  that  the  practice 
of  the  Pension  Bureau  in  barring  wid- 
ow claimants  who  haA’e  an  income  of 
590.00  per  year  from  a pension  Is  not 
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Avarranted  by  the  terms  of  the  law, 
and  we  warmly  endorse  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commissioners  of 
Pensions  to  successive  Secretaries  of 
the  Interior,  that  the  limitation  be  In- 
creased to  5250.00  a year.” 

Tills  forceful  judgment  needs  no 
comment  from  me.  It  speaks  for  itself 
in  no  uncertain  way, 

APPRECIATIVE  PATRIOTISM. 

Lot  our  pension  policy  rest  upon  the 
appreciative  hearts  of  our  country- 
men—as  it  now  stands  in  the  noble 
spirit  of  generous  justice  embodied  In 
the  present  pension  laws.  Then  have 
these  laAvs  carried  out  In  a broad  spirit 
of  patriotism  in  their  full  and  swift 
intended  benefits  to  those  who,  as  vol- 
unteer soldiers,  bore  tbe  bloody  burden 
of  national  safety  and  full  National 
Freedom  in  their  youth,  and  now  are 
needy  and  supremely  Avorthy  in  their 
declining  years.  In  the  financial  pov- 
erty, comparatively  speaking,  of  our 
country  In  the  last  days  of  the  surviv- 
ing veterans  of  the  Revolution,  all 
were  granted  pensions.  Why  should 
not  every  nee<ly  and  deserving  veteran 
of'tlie  great  Av’ar  that  saved  tbe  Gov- 
ernment of  our  Conscript  Fathers  from 
overthroAv,  in  Its  unsurpassed  period 
of  national  Avoaltb,  be  promptly  grant- 
ed a pension? 

Tlie  money  paid  in  pensions  remains 
wltiiin  our  country  and  is  a part  of 
the  sum  total  of  national  wealth!  Sure- 
ly we  are  not  waiting  for  them  to  die, 
In  order  that,  later  on,  tlie  fewer  sur- 
vivors may  be  all  pensioned?  This  is 
too  narrow  a view  of  noble  justice  to 
satisfy  tbe  joint  heirs  of  American 
citizenship  at  the  close  of  the  greatest 
century  in  the  life  of  man!  No,  iny 
comrades  and  my  countrymen,  a 
thousand  times  no!  Speaking  as  yonr 
Commander  - in  - Chief,  unanimously 
elected  as  the  representative  of  over 

300.000  comrades,  and  in  the  spirit  of 

200.000  veterans  Avho  are  outside  of 
our  order,  I have  plead  for  simple, 
legal  justice  In  my  present  review  of 
the  pension  question.  I have  spoken 
in  deep  earnestness  because  I have  no 
doubt  our  present  pension  laAVs  are 
not  being  executed  in  the  liberal  and 
Just  spirit  in  Avhich  they  were  passed; 
and  this  belief  cuts  to  my  heart  like  a 
personal  pain.  The  time  has  come 
when  impartial  justice  must  prevail 
in  the  execution  of  these  laAvs.  This 
Is  all  the  saviors  of  the  Nation  have 
demanded;  it  is  exactly  what  a grate- 
ful and  patriotic  people  will  Insist 
shall  be  granted  them,  when  the  facts 
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sniT(mn(1in,i7  this  whole  question  are 
fully  nrnlorstood.  It  is  not  <M*oditable 
to  the  woll-won  fame  of  American  vol- 
untiHMS-  with  a glorious  history  behind 
them — to  permit  a syslem  of  suspicion 
to  have  o/licial  sanction,  directly  or 
indirectly,  which  brings  tlie  whole  pen- 
sion roll  more  or  less  ijito  disrepute, 
under  whatever  false  lights  such  a 
C(»urse  is  adopted  and  defended. 
Agaiiist  this  system  I enter  my  solemn 
prot<!st,  in  the  name  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Uepnblic,  and  in  behalf 
of  the  splendid  loyalty  and  patriotism 
of  the  Nation. 

CONCLUSION. 

Comrades  of  Greater  New  York,  and 
comrades  of  the  Nation:  I have  thus 

set  forth,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and 
in  tears  at  times  in  tlieir  i)repnration. 
my  views  in  your  name  ami  behalf, 
touching  the  important  (iuestiou  of 
IVnsions.  I have  spoken  as  a com- 
rade to  comrades,  and,  in  a farther 
hearing  to  the  American  People.  On 
this  occasion  I have  a right  to  make 
clear  the  rights  of  veterans  under  the 
law.  and  to  point  out  how  these  rights 
are  being  trilled  with  at  the  present 
time. 

I S|>eak  in  behalf  of  thousands  of 
comrades  who  cannot  make  their  needs 
known,  “that  halh  no  ludper”  and 
M'lio  servf'd  their  country  nobly  in  its 
extreme  trial  of  war.  I have  but  one 
object  in  making  this  a|>peal  for  jus- 
tice and  loyalty  to  tlu^  Union  veterans 
of  the  Nation— that  of  iloing  as  I would 
be  d(uie  by— in  the  line  of  right,  which 
is  rigid eousiu'ss.  I know  well  that  ;J5 
years  ago  is  a long  backward  look  for 
yoiingcu’  men.  but  a conllict  in  wliich 
400.(H)(»  h»yal  men  lost  their  lives,  and 
rtOO.oOO  others  came  out  cripi>led  and 
broken  in  health— to  live  a life  of  sac- 
rHi(*e.  cannot  bo  “Amaent  History” 
while  a single  veteran  of  that  struggle 
survives. 

I second  with  all  my  heart  this  elo- 
qmuit  statement  of  the  National  Pon- 
sion  Committee’s  report  referring  to 
onr  veterans: 

‘‘Heroic  as  defenders  of  ti.e  Uepnblic 
in  the  time  of  war.  tbey  have  been  no 
less  heroic  m the  grander  march  of  the 
thirty  and  ciglit  years  that  has  carried 
ns  to  the  fonunost  placf?  among  the 
great  iiowers  of  I he  world.  No  class 
of  citizens  has  more  staunchly  stood 
for  tlie  integrity  of  the  government 
and  the  fiilfillmont  of  every  pledge 
made  to  her  creditors,  tha  i they  wiio 
wore  the  bine  in  the  sixties.  These 
men  with  no  wavering,  no  halting,  and 


no  stragglers  to  mar  the  symmetry  of 
the  lines,  have  stood  in  solid  phalanx 
demanding  that  all  the  world  shall  re- 
spect tlie  Nation’s  flag,  and  all  that  is 
implied  in  its  presence,  at  home  or 
abroad.  They  have  cheerfully  borne 
tlie  burdens  that  have  come  to  the  cit- 
izen and  Iiave  no  small  share  in  the 
mighty  development  which  marks 
onr  national  progress  during  the  last 
third  of  the  century  so  nearly  closed.” 

I have  not  grouped  statistics  in  my 
review  of  this  question,  for  the  good 
reason  that  our  laws  do  not  contem- 
plate Miiy  flxed  limit  to  the  pension 
expenditure.  These  laws  provide  for 
IHMisioiiiug  Mil  needy  nnd  worthy  appli- 
cinits  who  come  within  their  provi- 
sions and  any  policy  which  fails  to  car- 
ry this  out  is  nn  injustice  and  a Avrong. 
Any  ofliciMls,  who  by  their  nets  tliwart 
this  gemu*ons  spirit  of  justice.  <lo  a 
Avrong  of  Mlmost  unpardonable  beart- 
lessness-  considered  in  tlie  light  of  suf- 
fering veterans,  Avbose  bounty  is  thus 
kept  from  tliem,  in  tlieir  old  age,  by 
imwortliy  men  charged  with  the  honor- 
able execution  of  tlie  laAvs. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  llepublic  has 
no  predecessor;  it  can  hnve  no  succes- 
sor. Its  record  is  among  the  donthless 
treasures  of  our  new  national  life.  Its 
history  is  one  of  unseltisli  sacrifices 
for  the  Avholo  country.  Its  just  de- 
mand.s  should  be  lieard  by  a patriotic 
people,  Avlien  it  speaks  for  simple  jus- 
tice under  the  law.  It  asks  no  more;  it 
Avill  be  satisfied  Avitli  nothing  less. 
Selfisliness  may  AA'caken,  and  amliition 
deaden  the  old  fin*s  of  grati^ful  pa- 
triotism ill  some  hearts  Avhere  the  com- 
rades least  looked  for  such  coldness, 
blit  the  eternal  Avays  of  God  to  men 
are  an  assnrnnce  that  righteousness 
Avill  prevail,  and  that  full  justice  will 
be  done  tlie  ageing  heroes  in  Avhose 
interest  I luiA'e  thus  fully  spoken.  The 
Avhole  American  people  are  just  enough 
and  great  enough  to  fulfill  in  peace 
all  jiledges  made  in  Avar  to  preserve 
their  IUmmIcs. 

1 can  here  fittingly  repeat  a portion 
of  General  Grant’s  address  “to  the 
soldiers  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
Slates”  on  tlie  2nd  of  June.  IStlo.  as 
tiiey  AA’ore  disbanded  and  returned  to 
tlieir  homes: 

“'I'o  achi(*ve  tboso  glorious  triumphs 
and  to  S(*ciire  to  yourselves,  your  fel- 
low conntrymon,  and  posterity  the 
blessings  of  free  institutions,  tens  of 
thousands  of  your  gallant  comrades 
have  faihui  and  sealed  their  priceless 
legacy  Avith  their  blood.  The  graves 
of  these,  a grateful  Nation  bedews 
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with  tears,  honors  their  memories, 
and  will  ever  cherish  and  support 
their  stricken  families.” 

Though  dead  the  Great  AVarrior  still 
app(*als  for  the  rights  of  those  he  led 
to  victor}’  in  more  than  a liimdred 
battles.  Truly  the  declaration  of 
Hl>artinont  Commander  Kay,  that 
“Fraternity  means  something,”  is 
based  on  living  truth. 

Again,  across  the  memorable  years, 
comes  tills  immortal  declaration: 

“\\'ith  ni.alice  toAvard  none,  Avith 
charity  for  all,  with  firmness  In  the 
rigid,  as  God  gives  to  see  the  riglit, 
let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the  Avork  we 
arein;to  hind  up  the  Nation’s  avouikIs; 
to  care  for  him  avIio  shall  have  borne 
the  battle,  and  for  liis  AvidoAV  and  for 
his  orphan.” 

CIUTIC18MS  OF  THE  PRESS. 

'fhe  following  editorial  comments 
are  inserted  in  order  that  the  consider- 
ate opinions  of  able  neAvspaper  editors 
of  large  influence  may  appear  in  this 

connection.  These  speak  for  them- 
selves. 

l''rom  the  AVatertoAvn  (N.  Y.)  Daily 
Times: 

THE  PENSION  ROLL. 

The  address  of  Col.  ShaAv,  comman- 
der-in-chief  of  the  national  G.  A.  U., 
at  a banquet  in  Noaa’  York,  is  sharply 
criticised  in  a good  many  ncwspajiers 
as  an  arrogant  demand  that  fraudn- 
lent  pensions  should  not  he  criticised 
because  the  constant  outcry  puts  a 
stigma  upon  honest  pensioners.  The 
n*ply  is  that  the  presence  of  fraudu- 
lent pensioners  on  the  pension  rolls  is 
Avhat  puls  a stigma  on  Avorthy  men 
and  that  the  Avay  to  remove  the  stig- 
ma is  to  cleanse  the  rolls.  The  critics 
of  Col.  ShaAV  declare  that  if  the  G.  A. 
R.  AA’ouId  make  as  detennined  an  ef- 
fort to  cleanse  the  pension  rolls  of 
frauds  as  it  does  to  defend  the  pen- 
sion system,  it  would  disarm  criticism. 
As  AA’e  understand  Col.  Shaw,  how- 
ever, he  has  always  lield  for  himself 
that  this  Avas  a first  duty  of  veterans; 
that  the  G.  A.  R.  does  demand  that  no 
umvorthy  applicant  for  a pension  shall 
he  successful,  but  it  also  demands 
that  every  applicant  shall  not  be 
deemed  unworthy  and  a fraud  simply 
because  he  has  made  application. 
AVhat  the  G.  A,  R.  complains  of  is  that 
the  present  pension  department  views 
with  suspicion  every  application  for  a 
pension;  it  seems  to  prejudice  such  ap- 
plication as  having  burglarious  de- 
signs upon  the  treasury— in  other 


words,  that  he  is  guilty  and  must 
prove  himself  innocent.  The  G.  A.  R. 
helioA’cs  that  every  man  Avho  saAA’  ser- 
vicoaml  avIio  suffered  for  his  country’s 
cause  has  an  honorable  riglit  to  ask 
for  a pension.  The  laAA’s  Avhicli  must 
he  conformed  to  in  securing  such  pen- 
sion are  framed  to  closely  guard 
against  impositions.  If  the  go\ern- 
incnt  is  imposed  upon,  they  demand, 
equally  with  all  good  citizens,  that 
such  fraud  shall  he  cut  off  and  not  he 
allowed  to  disgrace  the  pension  roll, 
hut  they  jirotest,  as  we  understand  it, 
against  all  being  considered  frauds 
when  they  apply  for  the  payment  of  a 
debt  honestly  due  them  and  wliich 
they  earned  in  honor  in  defense  of  the 
nation.  1'he  coinmauder-iu-chief  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  is  in  constant  receipt  of 
letters  from  AvidoAVS  and  broken-down 
old  soldiers  Avhose  claims  are  known 
to  he  just  ami  about  Avhom  there  is  no 
shndoAv  of  a suspicion  that  they  do 
not  merit  honorable  recognition,  and 
yet,  Avhn.  in  iiemiry,  and  in  some  cases 
almost  starvation,  have  been  waiting 
year  after  year  for  justice  to  he  done 
IImmii.  'J'Ih»  (t.  a.  U.  wants  to  knoAV 
Avhy  lliis  is  so.  It  AA'ants  to  know  in 
eaeh  jiartinilar  case  Avliy  justice  has 
not  been  done,  avIio  is  re.sponsihle  that 
justice  has  not  lioen  done,  and  AvIien 
that  is  found  out  they  AA’ant  the  head 
of  the  particular  ofiicial  Avhose  care- 
h'ssiiess  or  iiidirfercnce,  or  total  de- 
pravity, has  made  such  cases  possible 
to  occur.  It  seems  to  us  lliey  are  right 
in  this  demand.  Tlie  honest  A’eteran 
who  risked  his  life  to  save  the  nation. 
Avlio  gfivi'  four  years  of  liis  young 
manhood  and  had  his  health  Avrecked 
by  disease  or  AV'omids  or  exposure,  so 
that  in  his  feeble  ohl  age  lie  cannot 
get  the  means  to  support  himself,  or 
the  widoAv  of  a man  Avhose  support 
has  been  taken  by  the  nation,  ought 
not  to  he  made  to  hold  out  their  hands 
like  beggars  for  the  alms  of  the  goA’- 
eninient.  They  are  entitled  to  some 
resi>cct  from  the  nation  they  saved. 
AVliateA'er  the  nation  promised  them  it 
ought  to  do  as  a matter  of  right  and 
not  as  a matter  of  charity.  Whatever 
it  has  agreed  to  do  it  should  do  cheer- 
fully and  honorably  and  not  insult 
the  applicant  first,  telling  him  or  her 
that  they  are  probably  thieves  and 
must  prove  themselves  honest.  The 
dishonest  ones  can  he  gotten  at  and 
punished;  the  law  provides  for  that. 
As  we  understand  it,  the  G.  A.  R. 
only  demands  that  the  pension  laws  as 
they  stand  shall  he  executed  in  the 
spirit  in  Avliich  a grateful  people 
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framed  them.  They  ask  no  favors, 
they  do  not  ask  that  any  unworthy 
member  shall  be  protected,  but  they 
simply  ask  that  worthy  veterans  shall 
receive  in  honor  that  which  has  been 
promised  them.  It  seems  to  us  that 
they  arc  defending  their  rights,  not 
making  unjust  demands.  Cleanse  the 
pension  roll  of  all  fraudulent  claims, 
certainly,  but  neglect  no  worthy 
claimant.  It  would  be  better,  in  fact, 
if  now  and  then  a fraudulent  pension 
should  be  paid  rather  than  that  the 
stigma  of  suspicion  should  be  cast 
upon  honorable  and  worthy  veterans. 
Tills  <lOes  not,  however,  relieve  the 
veterans  of  their  obligation  to  help 
cleanse  the  pension  rolls.  They,  more 
than  any  one  else,  know  the  unworthy 
ones.  I'hey  ought  to  report  them, 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  November  13,  1899. 

From  Editorial  in  Brooklyn  (N.  Y.) 
Eagle: 

THE  CASE  FOR  PENSIONS. 

One  needs  to  read  General  Albert  D. 
Shaw’s  speech  on  the  pension  system 
in  the  light  of  the  occasion  on  which  it 
was  made  and  of  the  people  to  whom 
he  made  it.  Then  one  will  not  mis- 
understand its  meaning.  General 
Sha>v  is  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  It  was 
at  a meeting  to  do  honor  to  him  in  the 
Seveuty-lirst  Regiment  Armory  in 
Manhattan  on  Saturday  night  that  he 
told  3,000  old  soldiers  wdiat  he  be- 
lieved about  the  duty  of  the  govern- 
ment to  execute  the  existing  pension 
laws  with  fairness  and  justice. 

His  views  on  this  subject  will  com- 
mend themselves  to  civilians  as  well 
as  to  the  old  soldiers,  for  they  are  in 
the  main  reasonable.  He  says  that 
Congress  had  passed  certain  laws  that 
were  generous.  These  law  s for  the  re- 
lief of  veterans  and  those  dependent 
on  them  ought  to  be  enforced  Avith  the 
same  generosity  and  fairness  that  led 
to  their  passage.  He  did  not  mean 
that  pensions  should  be  granted  un- 
der them  to  unworthy  applicants,  but 
he  did  believe  that  worthy  veterans, 
entitled  in  all  fairness  to  the  beiieflts 
of  the  law,  should  not  be  harassed  by 
vexing  delays  and  by  unnecessary  and 
illiberal  technicalities.  This  is  sensi- 
ble. On  such  a basis  a plea  can  be 
made  to  reasonable  men,  Avith  the  ex- 
pectation that  they  Avill  listen  to  It 
w'ith  respect.  It  is  undisputed  that 
the  execution  of  the  pension  laAvs  has 
caused  hardship  to  many  AAorthy  vet- 
erans. The  Eagle  knoA\*s  of  an  old 
somier,  now  dead,  who  left  a flourish- 


ing business  to  enlist.  He  had  a part- 
ner and  he  believed  that  that  man 
would  conduct  the  business  success- 
fully in  his  absence.  He  served 
out  the  term  of  his  enlistment, 
which  Avas  a long  one,  and  went 
home  to  find  liis  business  ruined 
and  what  capital  he  had  invested  in 
it  gone.  He  had  to  begin  life  over 
again,  Avith  his  energy  exhatisted  by 
the  hardships  of  his  life  in  the  army. 
There  developed  not  long  after  a 
chronic  ailment  wdiich  A\^eakened  him 
so  that  he  Avas  unable  to  <levote  lum- 
self  Avith  any  degree  of  energy  to  his 
business  and  he  struggled  along  till  he 
died.  His  ciTorts  to  secure  a pension 
A\’ere  futile  because  the  ailment  Avhich 
AA'as  sapping  his  strength  had  not  devel- 
oped at  the  time  of  his  discharge, 
though  his  physicians  told  him  that 
his  army  service  was  the  cause  of  it. 
General  Shaw  and  other  veterans 
doubtless  know  many  more  similar 
cases,  and  they  believe  that  if  pen- 
sions are  to  be  granted  such  men  ns 
these  should  haA'e  the  benefit  of  them. 

General  Shaw  elaborates  this  propo- 
sition and  says  that  the  existing  pen- 
sion laws  should  be  enforced  fairly 
and  Avithout  technical  quibbles.  We 
assume  that  he  believes  that  if  the 
evidence  of  injury  arising  from  army 
service  is  morally  conclusive  the  pen- 
sion should  not  be  denied  for  lack  of 
tbe  ability  of  the  applicant  to  supply 
some  missing  link  in  the  chain  of  tech- 
nical requirements.  The  death  of  a 
physician  should  not  mean  the  loss  of  a 
pension  nor  should  the  inability  of  a 
AvidoAV  to  find  some  survivors  of  her 
lju.sband’s  company  prevent  her  from 
receiving  the  money  Avhich  Is  paid  to 
the  families  of  dead  soldiers. 

Tills  is  the  case  for  tlie  pensions, 
and  it  is  right  that  it  sliould  be  pre- 
sented. There  is  also  a case  for  the 
Pension  Department  wMdeh  must  not 
he  overlooked.  It  is  the  business  of 
the  Pension  Commissioner  to  execute 
the  laws  and  to  prevent  fraud.  We 
are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  If  every 
old  soldier  w'ould  make  of  himself  a 
detective  to  aid  the  department  in 
preventing  fraud  less  would  be  heard 
of  vexatious  delays  than  we  now'  iiear. 
It  is  the  activity  of  unscrupulous  pen- 
sion agents  and  unprincipled  strag- 
glers of  (he  old  army  Avhich  have  made 
the  pension  department  conclude  that 
all  applications  must  be  rigidly  ex- 
amined before  the  pension  is  granted. 
The  righteous  may  have  to  suffer  be- 
cause of  the  Avicked  feAV.  This  is  tlie 
other  side  of  the  case. 
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